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IF YOU WANT TO GO FAST, GO ALONE. IF YOU 

WANT TO GO FAR, GO TOGETHER 
 
That adage speaks to the kind of social work we celebrate during National 
Social Work Month. 
 
The many good social workers who help build webs of support around young 
people know that for young people to go far, they need that support as they 
build their lives. 
 
This month’s Caregiver Connection explores the great things that can happen 
for children when everybody works together. Teamwork is the focus of 
Catherine McEnderfer, a Spokane social worker and the results are embodied 
by Rachel Scott, who so benefited from that focus that she’s just about to 
begin her educational career at the University of Washington.  
 
Working together also is the theme of the state caregiver conference in May. 
Camp To Belong Washington exemplifies the positive effects of people coming 
together to reunite separated siblings.  
 
Working together leads to the best results for kids, said Connie Lambert-Eckel, 
Children’s Administration’s director of field operations. 
 
 “It’s really fundamental to what good social work is all about,” she said. 
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As frustrating as it was, that job taught her a valuable life lesson 

“They would know that even without resources, at least we have 

you,” she said. “Our biggest tool in social work is our use of self. It 

was very humbling being witness to others and their pain.  

But you can be with them. Being yourself, being with them, is the 

biggest thing you can give them. You’re giving them that 

relationship.” 

 

That attitude has made her many friends along the way. She 

says she has more tools working with the state and also has 

the flexibility to use them. Young Rachel Scott, with whom 

she worked for several years, took full advantage of those 

resources when Catherine pointed the way.  

 

Her story:  

 

Rachel’s aunt, Karla Brown, with whom Rachel lived after 

leaving her biological home, put it this way: “She’s not only a 

valuable human being, she’s a valuable asset to the kids.” 

Last year, a Spokane couple who are foster 

parents wanted to run a marathon. 

Catherine passed the hat and raised about 

$1,500 so the family could train for the 

marathon. They gave her credit for helping 

make it happen.  

Catherine called it “a great experience” for 

all involved. 

 

When she came to work for the state, she 

became a social worker with an ongoing and 

regular caseload of local kids.  

 

But as time went by, she said, “I was 

spending less and less time with people we 

were serving, and more and more time 

doing paperwork, sitting in front of a 

computer.” 

 

She now is a “courtesy social worker,” meaning she is 

working with kids living locally, but whose legal cases are 

being handled in other locations. The job affords her the 

opportunity to spend more time with kids and hooking them 

up with resources. 

 

“That’s who I am,” she said.  

 

That attitude is no surprise to Connie Lambert-Eckel, 

Children’s Administration director of field operations, who 

knows Catherine and her work well. 
   

“She’s really incredible “She’s really incredible “She’s really incredible –––   very persistent very persistent very persistent –––   and very much into and very much into and very much into 

sharing the successes with her colleagues. Her whole attitude sharing the successes with her colleagues. Her whole attitude sharing the successes with her colleagues. Her whole attitude 

is ‘we can’t do it alone.’ And she has had some really is ‘we can’t do it alone.’ And she has had some really is ‘we can’t do it alone.’ And she has had some really 

significant successes.”significant successes.”significant successes.”   

 

Spokane social worker Catherine McEnderfer believes in 

helping kids in care through teamwork. 

“I do a lot of teaming around kids,” she said. 

She even names the team for the child. “We’ve had 

Team Brittany, for example,” she said. 

 

 “This isn’t about family,” she said. “This is about the 

kid. We bring people together, and the kid may not be 

able to grab onto me, but they can grab onto someone 

else. We’re all trying to pull it together to get traction. 

By everybody working together, we’re all 

giving the same message. 

 

You get everybody’s ideas and 

contributions and you get the best result.” 

She described one young person who got 

into college and flunked out after the first 

semester. Because she had a team around 

her when she was in care, she was able to 

reach out to one of the team members for 

support. That’s the same kind of support 

most kids get from their biological 

parents as they transition from 

adolescence to adulthood. 

 

Catherine’s passion comes, in part, from 

her background. Now 48, she was born 

and raised in Phoenix, Ariz., and came to Whitworth 

College in Spokane to earn her degree, focusing on 

psychology and mental health. She eventually earned her 

graduate degree at Smith College in Massachusetts.  

 

After internships and working in the mental health arena 

in the Northeast, she moved back to Spokane to be closer 

to her family.  

 

As an intern, she was a medical social worker in inner-

city New York, a job with scant resources for those she 

was trying to help. 

 

“WE HAVE  
YOU” 

 
 Catherine and her 

Husband Mark 
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Rachel was determined to overcome her rocky start and make 
something of her life. Once she had the foundation under her, 
she worked hard at school. 
“You can give a kid everything, but they can still go out and hit 
the sidewalk,” Karla said. 
Also key for Rachel was her social worker, Catherine McEnderfer, 
of whom Karla said, “That woman deserves an award.” 
McEnderfer stayed closely involved and helped guide Rachel to a 
number of resources.  
One was the state’s Independent Living Program, which gives 
young people like her connections, information and ties to other 
resources that smooth the transition to adulthood. 
Rachel attended the College Success Foundation’s Make It 
Happen! summer experience for three years and joined Foster 
Club, another resource for youth who have been in care.   
When it was time for college, she made good use of a special 
program at the University of Washington for foster youth that 
helps them apply for admission and supports them once they 
begin school. 
All Rachel’s hard work and dedication eventually led her to a 
conference for foster and homeless youth in Washington, D.C. 
There, in the West Wing of the White House, she and others with 
similar experiences shared their stories with the First Lady and 
Arne Duncan, federal Department of Education Secretary. They 
also were asked for suggestions about how to improve the child 
welfare system. 
“Early intervention was the big thing I told them,” Rachel said. 
“CPS doesn’t take kids from a loving home and put them in 
terrible foster homes.” 
She said she had been “brainwashed” by her parents and initially 
did not tell CPS workers the truth about her family situation.  
That’s why she said, “Listen to the kids, but listen to others as 
well.” 
When she looks back at all the people who helped her, she says, 
“They saved a 12-year-old girl. I knew I would be able to support 
myself the rest of my life.” 
Rachel is majoring in oceanography with a minor in marine 
biology and said, “I love the UW and I love Seattle.” Easing her 
financial burden is a Governor’s Scholarship Award, given to 
deserving foster youth by the College Success Foundation. 
Karla said that while she and others helped Rachel, Rachel’s own 
resolve and commitment is the key factor in her success. Karla 
said she was “tough” as a parent, but that “Our thing with the 
kids was we’re going to move forward.” 
“Rachel deserves the credit,” she says. “I helped build the 
foundation. But she built the house.” 

FROM SPOKANE 

TO THE WHITE 

HOUSE 

R 
achel Scott is living proof that young people can discover a 
positive life path when adults work together to help them 
find it. 
Just ask First Lady Michelle Obama, with whom Rachel 

met at the White House and who listened to the stories told by 
Rachel and other young people like her last fall. 
Rachel’s life started in a home with parents who abused alcohol. 
Along with her siblings, she was removed from her Spokane home 
six years ago. Rachel eventually lived with her aunt and uncle, Karla 
and Floyd Brown.  
In her parents’ home, she never had to go to school. She was way 
behind when she was sent to live with relatives, first in Pasco, and 
finally with the Browns in Spokane.  
“I needed to catch up a lot,” said Rachel, now a freshman at the 
University of Washington. “I didn’t have the tools. Everything was 
always chaotic and confused. We never had any stability.”  
The biggest tool, the strongest foundation, came from Karla and 
Floyd, she said. 
“They gave me a loving home.”   
Although she was technically in foster care, Rachel lived with Karla 
and Floyd until she graduated from Gonzaga Prep with a 3.86 grade 
point average. 

Rachel Scott and First 

Lady Michelle Obama 
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Learning to trust can be a challenge for children in or entering 
out-of-home care. Caregivers can start helping them build 
faith in others by having a solid understanding of the 
underlying causes and using a solid set of strategies, some of 
which you undoubtedly have developed. A tip sheet from the 
Coalition for Children, Youth and Families in Milwaukee, Wis., 
helps provide both. 
 
Because of its length, only a portion of this helpful tip sheet is 
reprinted below, with the Coalition’s permission.  
 
To read the entire article, and for other tip sheets from this 
organization, please connect to its website,  
 
www.strengtheningfamilieschanginglives.wordpress.com/  
 

HELPING KIDS IN CARE  

BUILD  

TRUSTING RELATIONSHIPS 

 

Factors that can impact trust  

 

There are many reasons why children in care 

have a difficult time developing positive 

connections and establishing trusting 

relationships with others” 

Trauma 
 
Trauma is a significant factor impacting 
children’s ability to trust – people, relationships, 
situations and themselves. Trauma is defined as 
“an extremely distressing experience that causes 
severe emotional shock and may have long-
lasting psychological effects.” 
Traumatic experiences such as physical and 
sexual abuse, neglect, separation from birth 
family, and multiple moves are all examples of 
trauma that children in care may have 
experienced. 
Author and therapist Arleta James explains the 
effects of trauma well: “First and foremost, we 
must come to understand that trauma interrupts 
‘normal’ child development. The child that is 
chronologically age 12, may really be functioning 
as a three- or four-year old.” 
She goes on to say, “In essence, all children have 
a chronological age and a social and emotional 
age. Usually, the two are in accord. However, 
institutionalization, neglect, abuse, etc., causes 
a discord between the two ages.”  

Lack of control 
 
Some children in care may feel that they lack 
control over what happens to them in their 
lives. They’ve had several adults dictate where 
they live, when they move, what school they go 
to, who they will live with, without ever being 
asked what they want – all of which contributes 
to not being very trusting of adults …” 

“Trust is defined as, “reliance on the integrity, strength, 

ability, surety, etc., of a person or thing; confidence,” or 

“confident expectation of something; hope.” 

Imagine losing your home, your parents, your brothers and 

sisters, your friends, your school, your pet, your toys and 

even your bed. Now imagine losing these things over and 

over again. 

Many children in foster care have had these types of 

experiences. These losses that children experience are 

traumatic events, and they often have to relive these 

traumas. Maybe they were told by an adult, who they 

trusted, that “this is the last move,” or “you’re coming home 

to stay,” only to have those promises broken for whatever 

reason. These are children whose lives have been turned 

upside down due to the trauma of abuse and/or neglect, 

followed by the trauma of being removed from their home – 

both of which are counter to how trust is defined. 

http://www.dshs.wa.gov/ca/foster-parenting
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CAMP TO BELONG: 10 YEARS STRONG 

AND GROWING   

 

Camp To Belong Washington, which will celebrate its 

10th anniversary in 2015, is another example of 
everyone working together to make the lives of kids in 
care more normal and fun – and to give them the kind 
of time with their brothers and sisters they don’t always 

have. 
Since 2006, more than 660 siblings separated from 

each other due to out-of-home care have been reunited 
at Camp To Belong Washington.  
 
This year, 100 campers in foster, relative and adoptive 
care will enjoy the great experience of  5½ days 
together at Miracle Ranch near Port Orchard, Aug. 10-
16. Camp is free.  

 
The age range for campers age is 8 to 18. Applications 
for campers and counselors will be online at the end of 
March at www.fosterfamilyconnection.org.  
 
The organization runs camp, with logistical and financial 
support from Children’s Administration and many 

private donations. 
 
Camp Co-directors Deb Kennedy and April Van Gesen 
have built on the foundation laid by the national Camp 
To Belong organization, which includes Washington and 
nine other states.  
Usual summer camp activities – swimming, boating, 

horseback riding, a ropes course and archery – take 
place alongside others that are designed to build a bank 
of shared memories and good times among siblings. 
 
Volunteer counselors accompany the campers on their 
journeys. Anyone interested in serving as a counselor 

can contact deb@fosterfamilyconnections.org .  
 
Camper applications are coordinated through 

april@fosterfamilyconnections.org  
 
If you are a social worker, 
please consider siblings on 

your caseload who might be 
eligible. If you are a foster, 
relative or adoptive caregiver, 
please take advantage of this 
opportunity to bring kids in 
care together with their 
brothers and sisters.  

It’s time to submit your monthly mileage 

form to your social worker.  

 If you have questions about allowable 

mileage use this link  

http://www.dshs.wa.gov/pdf/ms/forms/07_090.pdf. 

 

Please remember: Children’s does not 

reimburse for mileage over 90 days old. 

IS THERE ROOM IN 

YOUR HOME 

FOR A FOSTER 

CHILD?  

Share this message with others! 
 

Throughout  Washington, foster parents are needed to 
love, coach, mentor, wipe tears, celebrate, support and 
encourage children and youth living outside their home 
due to abuse and neglect.  
Could you, your family or a friend make a difference in 
the life of a child?  Maybe you could even deal with 
some teen drama!  
 

Are you ready to learn more about becoming a foster 

family?  

 

Washington’s foster parent recruitment phone line,  

1-888-KIDS-414,  

provides information and can answer many of your or your 

friends’ questions. Take a minute to call, because you don’t 

know what you’re missing!  

Information on becoming a foster parent is available at the 

Children’s Administration website:  

 

http://www.dshs.wa.gov/ca/fosterparents/  

http://www.dshs.wa.gov/ca/foster-parenting
http://www.fosterfamilyconnection.org
mailto:deb@fosterfamilyconnections.org
mailto:april@fosterfamilyconnections.org
http://www.dshs.wa.gov/pdf/ms/forms/07_090.pdf
http://www.dshs.wa.gov/CA/fos/becoming-a-foster-parent
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GET RID OF THE GUESSING GAME  

With Washington’s new prudent 

parenting law and other recent 

changes made by the state, it’s easy 

for foster parents and other caregivers 

to be confused about the boundaries 

of what’s do-able – or not do-able – 

for kids in their care. 

 

“Know Before You Say ‘No’,” is a 

timely guide from Children’s 

Administration that counters some of 

the common myths with up-to-date 

facts about what caregivers can and 

cannot do as they try to give children 

in their care a more normal life.  

 

So whether this is news to you or a 

refresher course, let’s bust some 

myths! Here are a few of them (The 

rule citations are from the Washington 

Administrative Code title 388 or 

Children’s Administration Policy.) To 

print out the fact sheet, go to 

www.dshs.wa.gov/sites/default/files/

CA/fos/documents/

Myth: Children/youth in foster 

care may not spend the night with 

friends or in unlicensed settings. 

 

Fact: The caregiver may give 

permission for the child/youth to 

spend the night away from the 

caregiver’s home for up to 72 

hours without approval from 

Children’s Administration. RCW 

74.13.710 

Myth: Children/youth cannot travel 

with foster families out of their county 

or state. 

 

Fact: Children/youth may travel with 

caregivers within the United States 

less than 72 hours without approval 

from Children’s Administration. 

British Columbia territories of the BC 

Rockies, Thompson/Okanogan, and 

Vancouver coast and mountains are 

considered ‘border counties’ to 

Washington state and do not require 

out-of-country approval if travel is 

less than 72 hours long. All territories 

beyond these are considered out-of-

country travel and require approval. 

WAC 388-148-1435 

Myth: Children/youth in foster 

care (including group care) may 

not attend church or events on 

their own. 

 

Fact: The child/youth has the 

right to attend the church, 

temple, mosque or synagogue of 

their choice. Caregivers must 

respect the religious 

backgrounds or preferences of 

children in their care. Children 

and youth also have the right 

not to practice the caregiver’s 

faith without consequences. 

WAC 388-148-1520 (7) and (8) 

Myth: Caregivers can deny children/youth contact with parents 

and siblings as a form of discipline. 

 

Fact: Foster parents must support the permanent placement plan 

for the child, focusing first on the birth family reuniting, and then 

on options leading to a permanent placement.  

Parent/child visits are considered the right of the family when 

visits are in the best interest of the child. Parent/child visits can 

only be limited or terminated when the child's safety, health and 

welfare are compromised. The court must approve all changes to 

a visiting plan if the child is dependent. 

Sibling contact is crucial for maintaining sibling relationships, 

as well as supporting a child’s well-being while in care.  CA 

cannot limit visits or contacts between siblings as a sanction for 

a child's behavior or as an incentive to change a child's 

behavior. WAC 388-148-1530; Practices and Procedures Guide: 

4254 Parent/Child, and Sibling Visits 

 Myth:  Once placed in foster care, children/youth may 

lose contact with their support system, making them feel 

alone and isolated. 

Fact:  Caregivers must connect a child with resources that 

meets the child’s basic needs regarding race, religion, 

culture, sexual orientation and gender identity. These 

include cultural, educational and spiritual activities. 

Caregivers must furnish children with a nurturing, 

respectful and supportive environment. Caregivers can 

also choose activities that are appropriate for foster 

children, but these activities must be appropriately 

supervised and may not interfere with visitation with the 

child’s parents. WAC 388-148-1365 (2b); WAC 388-148-

1520 (7); WAC 388-148-1530  

CAREGIVER MYTH BUSTER 

http://www.dshs.wa.gov/ca/foster-parenting
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Finding Training and Support 

 

The Alliance for Child Welfare Excellence at the 

University of Washington provides training for 

caregivers in the support of children in their care. Information about 

trainings in your area and other helpful information can be found at  

www.allianceforchildwelfare.org. 

See our Course Schedule for a complete listing of upcoming classes 

and events for social workers and caregivers.  In 

TRAININGS ARE OFFERED AT 3 DIFFERENT LEVELS 

http://www.dshs.wa.gov/ca/foster-parenting
http://www.allianceforchildwelfare.org
https://allianceforchildwelfare.org/course-schedule
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The conference, organized by the Foster Parents As-

sociation of Washington State and other groups, will 

be at Great Wolf Lodge south of Olympia.  

 

Kim Stevens, project director of Advocates for Fam-

ilies First, an alliance 

of the North American 

Council on Adoptable 

Children will give the 

keynote speech:  

 

“Building Collabora-

tions – Breaking 

Down Barriers.” 

 

Among the conference 

highlights will be the 

annual Night of Shining Stars on May 16, which 

honors outstanding state social work staff members, a 

best practice agency and others who exemplify the 

ideal of everyone working together.  

 

Details about how to make nominations for individu-

als you believe should be honored 

and nomination forms are availa-

ble at the conference website,  
 

www.fpaws.org/content/are-you-

ready-pnwcc-great-wolf-lodge-

may-151617-2015 ,  

 

or by contacting Shala Crow at  

Shala-Crow@olivecrest.org  
 

While the conference will provide 

training for caregivers, enabling 

foster parents to meet their train-

ing requirements, conference-

goers of all ages can expect a fun 

time. 

 

 

Kids Kamp staffed by volunteers, 

will provide a variety of fun activ-

ities, including use of Great 

Wolf’s water park, while caregivers are in 

trainings.  

 

You must apply for a spot at Kids Kamp. 

Applications are on the FPAWS website. 

Print out the form and mail it back. Appli-

cations must be received by the group by 

April 15. 

 

Santa Bob Partlow will serve as master of 

ceremonies. He also will be available for 

photo-taking with the kids, and will read to 

them during Kids Kamp, play in the water 

park and help with a toy distribution on 

Sunday.  

 

Many people already have registered, but 

rooms are still available on a first-come, 

first-serve basis, says Mike Canfield, 

FPAWS co-president. Registration can be 

done at the FPAWS website (above).  

 

2015 Pacific Northwest Caregivers Conference,  

Again this June, the College Suc-
cess Foundation’s Make It Happen! 
will give youth and alumni of the 
Washington foster care system an 
opportunity to visit a college cam-
pus and learn more about making 
the dream of higher education a 
reality.  
 
Make It Happen! is a three-day, 
two-night event on a college cam-
pus that explains what getting into 
and going to college is all about. 
 
While registration is not yet open, 
keep the dates free and check the 
Foundation’s website for the open-
ing of registration this spring.   
 
 

Topics that will be covered include: 
 

- Choosing high school classes 
that will best prepare you for 
college. 
- Learning about Washington’s 
colleges and universities. 
- Applying to college. 
- Applying for financial aid and 
scholarships. 
- Support programs available to 
Washington foster youth. 
- Strategies for connecting your 
education to career opportunities.  
- Tips to help youth succeed in 
college. 
- Other life skills needed by young 
adults as they move out on their 
own.  
 
 

“Although our top priority is for youth 
who attend to learn about college, there 
is fun stuff, too,” the foundation says. “…
youth who attend will participate in 
team-building activities and will be 
given free time with other participants, 
peer mentors and staff in order to build 
a community with those who share 
similar experiences.” 
  
Many of the assistants -- peer mentors, 
staff, volunteers and inspiring speakers – 
were in foster care themselves. 
 
More information about the event is 
available at  
 
www.collegesuccessfoundation.org/wa/
make-it-happen/faqs 

COLLEGE SUCCESS FOUNDATION  

EVERY BODY 

WORKING TOGETHER 

COLLEGE? 

Make It Happen! will 

be June 23-25 at  

Pacific Lutheran  

University in Tacoma.  

The event is free, but 

those attending must  

preregister. 

http://www.dshs.wa.gov/ca/foster-parenting
http://www.fpaws.org/content/are-you-ready-pnwcc-great-wolf-lodge-may-151617-2015
http://www.fpaws.org/content/are-you-ready-pnwcc-great-wolf-lodge-may-151617-2015
http://www.fpaws.org/content/are-you-ready-pnwcc-great-wolf-lodge-may-151617-2015
mailto:Shala-Crow@olivecrest.org
http://www.collegesuccessfoundation.org/wa/make-it-happen/faqs
http://www.collegesuccessfoundation.org/wa/make-it-happen/faqs
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VOICES OF CHILDREN 

CONTEST TAKING 

ENTRIES 

 

The 12th annual Voices of Children Raised by 
Grandparents and Other Relatives is a contest for 
children in Washington state being raised by, or 
who have been raised by, a relative other than 
their parents. 
 
 Sponsored by Family Education and Support 
Services, the contest honors the children and the 
more than 45,000 Washington grandparents and 
other relatives who are raising them.  
 
Entering the contest is easy. Children just need to 
write a poem or a short essay, or draw a picture 
that describes how living with a relative such as a 
grandparent, aunt, or uncle has made a positive 
difference in their life. 
 
Entries will be judged in three age categories: 5-7 
year olds, 8-12 year olds, and 13-19 year olds.  
 
The top two entries in each age division will 
receive $100 from Twin Star Credit Union and a 
free night at Great Wolf Lodge, Grand Mound, for 
a family of four!  
 
Winners will be notified in early May.  An awards 
ceremony honoring the winners is planned for 
May 19 the Governor’s Mansion in Olympia.    
Entries may be published in a 2015 book called 
“Voices of Children-Raised by Grandparents and 
Other Relatives.”  
 
Have questions? Please call Family Education and 
Support Services at 360-754-7629 (toll-free, 877-
813-2828) or e-mail Lynn@Familyess.org. 

 

Here are the contest rules: 

 

- All participating children must 

live in Washington state and be 5-

19 years old.  

- Poems should be 21 lines or 

less.  

- Essays should be 200 words or 

less.   

- Artwork must be submitted on 

the entry form, which can be 

found at:  http://familyess.org/. 

Artwork should be as big and bold 

as possible, and should be 

accompanied by a statement that 

explains the art. 

- Artwork must not include any 

names within it.  

- Artwork must be flat and within 

the box on the entry form. 

- All entries must be original, in 

English and unpublished.  

http://www.dshs.wa.gov/ca/foster-parenting
mailto:Lynn@Familyess.org
http://familyess.org/
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FPAWS:  

Foster Parent Association of 

Washington State FPAWS is 

an all volunteer, non-profit 

association, led by 

experienced caregivers who 

provide support and helpful 

services to all caregivers 

(foster, adoptive, and 

kinship) in Washington 

State.  

Contact FPAWS at 

www.fpaws.org or 

1- 800-391-CARE 

Washington State’s 

Kinship Navigators 

Helping grandparents and relatives                   

raising children 

Locate information, resources, and 

a link to your local Kinship      

Navigator for support at: 

https://fortress.wa.gov/dshs/f2ws03apps/

kinship/kinshipmap.asp 

 

Fostering Well-Being Care 

Coordination Unit (FWB CCU):  

FWB CCU can help answer health-related questions 

or help you with health related issues for children/

youth in your care.  

Contact information:  

1-800-422-3263 ext. 52626 or   

360-725-2626  (8:00 a.m.– 4:30 p.m.) or  

e-mail: fwbccu@dshs.wa.gov.  

Foster Intervention Retention 

and Support Team (FIRST):   

 

Offers neutral third party advice and 

support for foster parents when 

dealing with allegations or a    

licensing violation. 

 EASTERN WASHINGTON (Region 

1) call 509-928-6697 

 WESTERN WASHINGTON 

(Regions 2 and 3) call 253-219-

6782 

 Email (covers all of Washington) 

FIRST@olivecrest.org 

 

 

Additional Resources 
Business Name  

 

Foster Care Critical Support and Retention 

Program 

This program was developed to help retain 
foster parents who care for sexually reactive 

children, physically assaultive children, or 
children with other high-risk behaviors. Short 

term therapeutic and educational interventions 
are available to help support the stability of 

the placement. This service is free of charge 
and is provided through Olive Crest.  Contact 
the child’s worker if a referral would help you 
in handling the behaviors of the child in your 

home. 

If you would like to learn more about the 
available services contact Kathleen Walter, 
Olive Crest’s Critical Support Clinician  425-

1612 ext. 1356  or Kathleen-
walter@olivecrest.org   

 

FOSTER PARENT 

AND CAREGIVER 

CRISIS AND 

SUPPORT LINE:  

1-800-301-1868 

http://www.dshs.wa.gov/ca/foster-parenting
http://www.fpaws.org
https://fortress.wa.gov/dshs/f2ws03apps/kinship/kinshipmap.asp
https://fortress.wa.gov/dshs/f2ws03apps/kinship/kinshipmap.asp
mailto:fwbccu@dshs.wa.gov
mailto:FIRST@olivecrest.org
mailto:Kathleen-walter@olivecrest.org
mailto:Kathleen-walter@olivecrest.org
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CA Foster Parent Consultation 

Team (1624)  

Regional Representatives - 
2015 

Regional representatives have been elected to serve in 

positions on the statewide Children’s Administration 

Foster Parent Consultation Team – informally known as 

the “1624 team” – for 2015.  

Meeting four times a year with top-level CA 
management to discuss issues of statewide concern to foster parents, the representatives serve as the 
voices of foster parents to the management of Children’s Administration (CA).  They also help coordinate 

regional consultation teams.  

Name E-mail Phone 

Melissa MacDougall, Reg. 1 North MM@mplawpllc.com 509-846-6405 

Kerry Bryant, Reg. 1 North KB0254@AOL.COM 509-262-0728 

Jessica Hanna, Reg. 1 South Jhanna1124@gmail.com 509-899-3329 

Audra Krussel, Reg. 1 South Audra11@mindspring.com 208-3409956 

Shala Crow, Reg. 2 North Shala-Crow@olivecrest.org 360-220-3785 

Deena Parra, Reg. 2 North Deena-Parra@olivecrest.org 360-572-4271 

Shannon Mead, Reg. 2 South Shannon.mead@gmail.com 206-856-1508 

Joanne Moran, Reg. 2 South - Alternate Joanne-Moran@olivecrest.org 206-856-8533 

Gerald Donaldson, Reg. 2 South gwdonaldson@seattleschools.org 425-488-6036 

Talya Miller, Reg. 2 South - Alternate Mytie5683@aol.com 206-786-1491 

Michael Thomas, Reg. 3 North mlthomas253@hotmail.com 253-298-1860 

Matthew Wilke,  Reg. 3 North wilkemj@yahoo.com 253-651-1617 

Ashleigh Barraza, Reg. 3 North - Alternate ashleigh.barraza@yahoo.com 619-847-8370 

Ryan Cook, Reg. 3 South ryancook@comcast.net 360-953-8944 

Amy Gardner, Reg. 3 South michaelamy52@msn.com 360-200-2102 

Beth Canfield, FPAWS bethcanfield@comcast.net 360-990-1011 

Mike Canfield, FPAWS mkbeth@comcast.net 360-990-1255 

http://www.dshs.wa.gov/ca/foster-parenting
mailto:MM@mplawpllc.com
mailto:KB0254@AOL.COM
mailto:Jhanna1124@gmail.com
mailto:Audra11@mindspring.com
mailto:Shala-Crow@olivecrest.org
mailto:Deena-Parra@olivecrest.org
mailto:Shannon.mead@gmail.com
mailto:Joanne-Moran@olivecrest.org
mailto:gwdonaldson@seattleschools.org
mailto:Mytie5683@aol.com
mailto:mlthomas253@hotmail.com
mailto:wilkemj@yahoo.com
mailto:ashleigh.barraza@yahoo.com
mailto:ryancook@comcast.net
mailto:michaelamy52@msn.com
mailto:bethcanfield@comcast.net
mailto:mkbeth@comcast.net
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Fostering Together Regional 

Recruitment and Retention Staff 

Fostering Together liaisons are here to provide help and support to 

foster parents and relative caregivers all across Washington! Bring them 

your questions on training, licensing, finding resources or supports for new or challenging placements, or whenever 

you have a need. If you have questions contact those listed below for assistance – they are here to help you. Also, 

check out their website for much more information, www.fosteringtogether.org, and ask about their FaceBook on-line 

support groups in your area – they will help you get signed in. 

 

REGION 1 NORTH 

 Amber Sherman (Regional Coordinator and Spokane Liaison)  

 Amber-Sherman@olivecrest.org        509-499-2456 

 Derek Cutlip (Community Involvement)     

 Derek-Cutlip@olivecrest.org         509-290-0406 

 

FOSTER PARENT LIAISONS 

  

 Meaghan Flowers (Spokane, Lincoln counties)   

 Meaghan-Flowers@olivecrest.org        509-991-9692 

 Ruth Harris (Stevens, Pend Oreille and Ferry Counties) 

 Ruth-Harris@olivecrest.org         509-675-8888 

 Wendy White (Wenatchee Chelan counties)    

 Wendy-White@olivecrest.org         425-422-6557 

 Dena Drury (Whitman, Garfield, Asotin counties)    

 Dena-Drury@olivecrest.org         509-288-2639 

 Melissa MacDougall (Okanogan county)   

 Melissa-MacDougall@olivecrest.org        509-322-5573 

 Lisa Boorman (Grant, Adams counties)    

 Lisa-Boorman@olivecrest.org         208-484-5725 

 

REGION 1 SOUTH 

 Dru Powers (Regional Coordinator) 
 Dru-Powers@olivecrest.org         509-928-6697 

 

FOSTER PARENT LIAISONS 

 

 Michelle Broweleit (Kittitas County) 

 Michelle-Broweleit@olivecrest.org        509-899-2309  

 Tyann Whitworth (Yakima and Klickitat Counties) 

 Tyann-Whitworth@olivecrest.org       509-656-4838 

 Beth McCance (Benton and Franklin Counties) 

 Beth-McCance@olivecrest.org        509-380-4139 

 Jennifer Christensen (Walla Walla and Columbia Counties) 

 Jennifer-Christensen@olivecrest.org        509-629-1262 

http://www.dshs.wa.gov/ca/foster-parenting
http://www.fosteringtogether.org
mailto:Amber-Sherman@olivecrest.org
mailto:Derek-Cutlip@olivecrest.org
mailto:Meaghan-Flowers@olivecrest.org
mailto:Ruth-Harris@olivecrest.org
mailto:Wendy-White@olivecrest.org
mailto:Dena-Drury@olivecrest.org
mailto:Melissa-MacDougall@olivecrest.org
mailto:Lisa-Boorman@olivecrest.org
mailto:Dru-Powers@olivecrest.org
mailto:Michelle-Broweleit@olivecrest.org
mailto:Tyann-Whitworth@olivecrest.org
mailto:Beth-McCance@olivecrest.org
mailto:Jennifer-Christensen@olivecrest.org


 

www.dshs.wa.gov/ca/foster-parenting   Page 13 

Fostering Together Regional Recruitment and 

Retention Staff 

 

REGION 2  

Shala Crow (Reg. Coordinator / Community Involvement)  

 Shala-Crow@olivecrest.org         360-220-3785 

Deena Parra (Support Assistant) 

 Deena-Parra@olivecrest.org         253-219-6782 
 

FOSTER PARENT LIAISONS 

 Leilani McClure (NE King county)    

 Leilani-McClure@olivecrest.org         425-681-2094 

 Sheila Taie (Native American Community South King county)  

 Sheila-Taie@olivecrest.org         206-297-7434 

 JoAnne Moran (West King county, Community Involvement)   

 Joanne-Moran@olivecrest.org         206-856-8533 

 Angela Pitts-Long (Central District)    

 Angela-Pitts-Long@olivecrest.org         425-614-6176 

 Christina Urtasun (Island, San Juan, Skagit and Whatcom Counties) 

 Christina-Urtasun@olivecrest.org        360-720-0969 

 Megan Harp (Smokey Point and  Everett) 

 Megan-Harp@olivecrest.org        425-350-3839 

 Stephanie Hanson (Sky Valley) 

 Stephanie-Hanson@olivecrest.org        360-805-1094 

 

REGION 3 NORTH 

Leeann Marshel (Regional Coordinator)      

 Leeann Marshel@olivecrest.org         360-909-0421 

Michelle Fowler (Support Assistant) 
 Michelle-Fowler@olivecrest.org         360-772-1955 
 

FOSTER PARENT LIAISONS 

 Erika Thompson (Pierce county)    

 Erika-Thompson@olivecrest.org        206-406-2398 

 Althea Sanders (Pierce county Involvement)    

 Althea-Sanders@olivecrest.org         208-691-4502 

 Jeanie Johns (Kitsap county)      

 Jeanie-Johns@olivecrest.org         360-265-3398 

 Niki Hatzenbuehler (Mason and Thurston Counties) 

 Niki-Hatzenbuehler@olivecrest.org       253-219-3355 

 Linda Cortani (Jefferson and Clallam Counties) 

 Linda-Cortani@olivecrest.org        360-640-0869 

 Brenda Taylor (Grays Harbor and Pacific Counties)   

 Brenda-Taylor@olivecrest.org        360-589-9383 

 Niki Favela (Cowlitz, Lewis and Wahkiakum Counties) 

 Niki-Favela@olivecrest.org         708-653-8912 

 Kim Glover (Clark and Skamania Counties) 

 Kim-Glover@olivecrest.org         360-433-7150 

http://www.dshs.wa.gov/ca/foster-parenting
mailto:Shala-Crow@olivecrest.org
mailto:Deena-Parra@olivecrest.org
mailto:Leilani-McClure@olivecrest.org
mailto:Sheila-Taie@olivecrest.org
mailto:Joanne-Moran@olivecrest.org
mailto:Angela-Pitts-Long@olivecrest.org
mailto:Christina-Urtasun@olivecrest.org
mailto:Megan-Harp@olivecrest.org
mailto:Stephanie-Hanson@olivecrest.org
mailto:Leeann%20Marshel@olivecrest.org
mailto:Michelle-Fowler@olivecrest.org
mailto:Erika-Thompson@olivecrest.org
mailto:Althea-Sanders@olivecrest.org
mailto:Jeanie-Johns@olivecrest.org
mailto:Niki-Hatzenbuehler@olivecrest.org
mailto:Linda-Cortani@olivecrest.org
mailto:Brenda-Taylor@olivecrest.org
mailto:Niki-Favela@olivecrest.org
mailto:Kim-Glover@olivecrest.org
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Training for current and potential new foster parents 

statewide is provided by The Alliance for Child Welfare 

Excellence. Following is the Contact information for the  

Trainers in your Region.  

 

 In addition, the Alliance website has updated training information for caregivers, along with other 

valuable information.  

REGION NAME EMAIL TELEPHONE 

R1  

Spokane & 
surrounding 

areas 

Jan Hinkle-Rodriguez, 

Supervisor 

Leon Covington, Trainer 

Nancy Leigh, Trainer,  

Renee Siers, Trainer 

Amber Sherman, Registrar 

janh5@uw.edu.  

 

leonc44@uw.edu 
Leighn2@uw.edu 
siersr@uw.edu 
trainingregistrar@gmail.com 

509-836-5499 

 

509-363-2410 

509-846-8645 

509-363-3399 

509-363-4821 

R1 

Yakima, Tri-
Cities, 

Ellensburg & 
surrounding 
areas 

Jan Hinkle-Rodriguez, 

Supervisor 

 

Ryan Krueger, Trainer 

Eileen Angier, Registrar 

janh5@uw.edu 

 

 

krry300@uw.edu 

509-836-5499 

 

 

509-358-3096 

800-876-5195 

R2  

Bellingham,  
Everett, 

Mount 
Vernon & 
surrounding 

areas 

Yolonda Marzest, 

Supervisor 

El-Freda Stephenson, 

Trainer  

Emma Nierman, Trainer 

ymarzest@uw.edu 

 

elfreda@uw.edu 

enierman@uw.edu 

206-923-4955 

 

206-923-4922 

206-923-9414  

R2  Seattle 

Metro Area 

Yolonda Marzest, 

Supervisor 

 

Julie Gelo, Trainer 

Joan Sager, Trainer 

ymarzest@uw.edu 

 

 

jkg@uw.edu 

sagerj2@uw.edu 

206-923-4955  

 

 

425-339-1811 

360-738-2305 

 

http://www.dshs.wa.gov/ca/foster-parenting
http://allianceforchildwelfare.org/
http://allianceforchildwelfare.org/
http://allianceforchildwelfare.org/
mailto:janh5@uw.edu
mailto:leonc44@uw.edu
mailto:Leighn2@uw.edu
mailto:siersr@uw.edu
mailto:trainingregistrar@gmail.com
mailto:janh5@uw.edu
mailto:krry300@uw.edu
mailto:ymarzest@uw.edu
mailto:elfreda@uw.edu
mailto:enierman@uw.edu
mailto:ymarzest@uw.edu
mailto:jkg@uw.edu
mailto:sagerj2@uw.edu
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ALLIANCE FOR CHILD WELFARE STAFF (continued…) 

 

REGION NAME EMAIL TELEPHONE 

R3 

Tacoma, 
Bremerton, 

Puyallup &  
surrounding 
areas 

Arthur Fernandez-

Scarberry,  Supervisor 

 

Linda Falcocchio, Trainer 

Luanne Hawley, Registrar 

sart300@uw.edu 

 

 

falcol@uw.edu 

caregiver.training.tacoma@gmail.com 

206-276-4549  

 

 

253-983-6474 

253-881-1207 

R3 
Tumwater, 
Olympia, 

Centralia,  
Long Beach, 
South Bend, 

& 
surrounding 

areas. 

Penny Michel, Trainer 

Linda Bales, Registrar 

mpen300@uw.edu 

resource.family.training.r3@gmail.com 

 

 

360-725-6788  

360-485-8146  

 

 

R3 

Aberdeen, 
Forks, Port 

Angeles & 
Shelton 

Vacant   

R3 

Vancouver, 
Camas, 

Stevenson & 
Kelso 

Colleen Cornman-Wilcox, 

Trainer 

Kim Glover, Registrar 

cm39@uw.edu 

 

ruregistered3@gmail.com 

360-993-7991 

 

360-326-3864 

http://www.dshs.wa.gov/ca/foster-parenting
mailto:sart300@uw.edu
mailto:falcol@uw.edu
mailto:caregiver.training.tacoma@gmail.com
mailto:mpen300@uw.edu
mailto:resource.family.training.r3@gmail.com
mailto:cm39@uw.edu
mailto:ruregistered3@gmail.com

